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some, any and compound words

onbepaalde voornaamwoorden



two apples

some apples

Do you have one brother?

Do you have any brothers?

You can find me there.

You can find me anywhere.

Did you see Eric at the museum?

Did you see someone at the museum?

specifiek

algemeen; some/any
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Some en any zijn onbepaalde voornaamwoorden. 

Een onbepaald voornaamwoord verwijst naar iets dat niet specifiek 

of nauwkeurig gedefinieerd is.

In het Nederlands gebruik je wat, enkele / een paar.



Mike:

Welcome in my house. I don’t have any coffee left, but would you like 

some tea instead?

Tessa:

Yes, please. I did drink some tea today, but I didn’t drink any after 

lunch.

Mike:

Okay. I do have some cookies left. Would you like any?

Tessa:

Oh no, thanks. Just some tea will do.
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Wat is het verschil tussen some en any?
Oftewel, wanneer gebruik je welke?

Kies steeds één optie:

I don’t have some money / I don’t have any money.

Did you meet some famous people? / Did you meet any famous 

people?

We have some questions for you. / We have any questions for you.

Could I have some coffee, sir? / Could I have any coffee, sir? 

He doesn’t have some pets. / He doesn’t have any pets.
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In het Engels gebruik je some in bevestigende zinnen (+) en any in 
ontkennende (-) en vragende (?) zinnen.

(+) I have some pets.

(+) They are buying some gifts for Christmas.

( -) I don’t have any pocket money.

(-) She hasn’t got any ideas on how to do her homework.

(?) Do you have any friends that play football?

(?) Have you got any change for me?
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Maar… als je een vraag stelt waarop je denkt dat het antwoord ‘ja’ is, 
gebruik je some in plaats van any.

(I’m expecting mail) Are there some letters for me? (yes)
Waiter, can I have some sugar, please? (yes)

Je gebruikt ook any met de betekenis: ‘het maakt niet uit’

You can take any bus.
Come and see me any time you want.

v



Maar…

We hebben net gezien dat we some gebruiken in bevestigende 
zinnen, behalve zinnen met ontkennende woorden als never, without 
en hardly; dan gebruik je any. Net als een zin met not, zijn dat óók 
ontkennende zinnen…

I have never had any problems.

He hardly saw any results.

He went to the city without any money.



SOME

I’d like some sugar, please. (+)

Waiter! Could I have some water, please? (? - yes)

Would you like some tea? (? - yes)

ANY

Danny, do you have any coffee? (?)

I don’t have any coffee. (-)

I have never had any problems. (never)

He went to the city without any money. (without)

He hardly saw any results. (hardly)

Come see me any time you want to. (maakt niet uit)



Exercise 1: Fill the gaps

1. We didn’t buy  ….. flowers.

2. Can I have  ….... milk in my coffee, please?

3. Can I have  ….. money, please?

4. If there are  ….... words you don’t know, just ask me.

5. We do have  ….... time left this afternoon.

6. Which song shall I sing? >  ….. song. I don’t mind.

7. He is lazy. He never does  ….. work.

8. We didn’t meet ….. of her friends at the party.



Exercise 1 (ANSWERS)

1. We didn’t buy any flowers.

2. Can I have some milk in my coffee, please?

3. Can I have any money, please?

4. If there are some words you don’t know, just ask me.

5. We do have some time left this afternoon.

6. Which song shall I sing? > Any song. I don’t mind.

7. He is lazy. He never does any work.

8. We didn’t meet any of her friends at the party.





Samenstellingen met some en any zijn ook mogelijk. 
Net zoals met no en every. Zie de tabel:

PEOPLE THINGS PLACES

some…
someone

somebody
something somewhere

any…
anyone

anybody
anything anywhere

no…
no one

nobody
nothing nowhere

every…
everyone

everybody
everything everywhere



Je kunt not …. any (-samenstelling) vervangen door: … no (-samenstelling)

I cannot afford any gift. I can afford no gift.

He hasn’t seen anyone. He has seen no one.

There isn’t anybody left. There is nobody left.

It isn’t anywhere to be found. It’s nowhere to be found.

LET OP!! anyone = één woord /      no one = twee woorden



Exercise 2: Fill the gaps with some, any, no and 
compound words.

1. I can't find my glasses  _____  . Did you take them? 

2. No, I didn't take your glasses.  _____  else must have taken them. 

3. There is _____   in that tree. Do you know what it is? 

4. Once again,  _____  has parked in my parking space! 

5. Don't worry, there is  _____  wrong with her. She is fine now. 

6. Does  _____  mind if I open the window? 

7. Promise me you won't speak to _____  about this. 

8. Listen to me: I have _____   important to tell you. 

9. Did you do _____   last weekend?

10. Is _____   alright?

11. _____   tells me that this is the very last sentence of the exercise!



Exercise 2 (ANSWERS)

1. I can't find my glasses anywhere. Did you take them? 

2. No, I didn't take your glasses. Someone/Somebody else must have taken them. 

3. There is something in that tree. Do you know what it is? 

4. Once again, somebody/someone has parked in my parking space! 

5. Don't worry, there is nothing wrong with her. She is fine now. 

6. Does anyone/anybody mind if I open the window? 

7. Promise me you won't speak to anyone/anybody about this. 

8. Listen to me: I have something important to tell you. 

9. Did you do anything last weekend?

10. Is everything/everyone alright?

11. Something tells me that this is the very last sentence of the exercise!



@meestergijsSirPalsrok

some, any and compound words

some, any en samenstellingen


